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It’s hard to believe that it is time for the spring edition of Curriculum Update! I am pleased to present this edi-

tion, which includes many examples of how our curriculum leaders, teachers and support staff are bringing 

learning to life for students in the South Windsor Public Schools. After many years of curriculum development 

to meet the expectations of the CT Core Standards, it is gratifying to see our focus shifting to making these 

standards meaningful (and often times, fun!) for students.  

Recently, the South Windsor Technology Committee presented its three-year Technology Plan (2015-2018) to 

our Board of Education. The plan supports the National Education Technology Goals and includes the comple-

tion of a deployment of a high density wireless infrastructure, the roll-out of a 1:1 device program at South 

Windsor High School, a plan to incorporate certified library/media specialists at the elementary level, com-

plete the deployment of sound field systems at the elementary level, and the exploration and selection of a 

content (learning) management system. The plan can be viewed on the Office of Technology section of the 

website, here.  

The new Orchard Hill project is at an exciting point and is nearing the completion of the Design Development 

Phase. Please check out Dr. Carter’s May edition of the Elementary Facilities Master Plan Update. 

As the 2014-15 School Year comes to a close, I wish for all staff to take count of your many professional ac-

complishments - big and small - and know that collectively you have touched the lives of our South Windsor 

students. 

http://www.southwindsorschools.org/page.cfm?p=2842
http://www.southwindsorschools.org/page.cfm?p=3853
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staff competed in a sumo wrestling com-

petition that explained Newton’s second 

law of motion, Force = mass times accel-

eration. Student volunteers leaped on a 

Velcro wall, demonstrating Newton's first 

Law of Motion. Every student left with a 

new understanding of Newton's Three 

Laws of motion and a big smile on their 

face.  The show connected science and 

engineering to everyday life. It also 

demonstrated how studying physics can 

lead to interesting, competitive careers. A 

big thank you to Vicki Stetson for coordi-

nating the show.   

The Environmental Club at the high school 

has been very busy this spring.  Nine stu-

dents traveled to Pleasant Valley Elemen-

tary School to address ocean acidification 

and the role carbon dioxide plays in this 

process. Fifth grade students enjoyed 

three interactive activities, and the re-

sponse was so positive we hope to ex-

pand to all elementary schools next year.  

The Environmental Club also organized 

Earth-A-Palooza, which was a full day, 

fun-filled event held on April 15th at Tim-

othy Edwards. 40 children participated in 

a variety of activities organized by the 

Environmental Club, supervised by Danel 

Eitel and Sarah Saunders.   

South Windsor’s Science Olympiad Teams 

continue to shine at competitions, with 

South Windsor High School placing 2nd, 

led by Janet Belval, and Timothy Ed-

wards placing 6th, led by Laurie 

Chestone. Congratulations to all! 

Science educators 

continue to wait for 

the state’s decision on 

the adoption of the 

NGSS (Next Gener-

ation Science Standards) – hopefully this 

summer?  In the meantime, South Windsor 

science teachers at all levels continue 

making connections between science and 

everyday life, and incorporating the new 

engineering standards whenever possible.  

At Timothy Edwards, FMA Live! (the trav-

eling hip-hop science education show from 

Honeywell Hometown Solutions and 

NASA) blasted onto the TE stage March 

27th. They gave 3 interactive perfor-

mances, one for each grade that included 

staff and student volunteers. Volunteer 

S.T.E.M. Sheryl Mortensen, Director 

Earlier this spring, English 

Learner students in grades 

3-8 and their parents were 

invited to join our EL tutors 

and teachers on a field trip 

to Plimoth Plantation in 

Plymouth, Massachusetts, headed up by 

Nicole Papa. The students learned about 

the iconic Plymouth colony, visiting a 17th 

century English village as well as a Wam-

panoag home site. This rich experience 

directly ties into the cultural standards 

within the English Learner Framework. 

Additionally, this year’s results from the 

LAS Links C test administration are in. As 

a district, we had a very high percentage 

of students demonstrate growth in English 

Proficiency. Teachers can now find the 

English proficiency results for their stu-

dents under the World Language section 

in Performance Tracker. 

Finally, the English Learner department 

will be facilitating a book study with ele-

mentary teachers as part of the early 

release professional development series. 

Scaffolding Language Scaffolding Learn-

ing by Pauline Gibbons delves into the 

realm of second language acquisition and 

how classroom teachers can scaffold ac-

tivities so that they are accessible to our 

language learners. Books are available 

from Jamie Langevin, and teachers may 

sign up for either or both of the sessions 

being held on May 27 and June 3. 

Timothy Edwards French and Spanish 

teacher Nicole Fecteau, along with her 

students, presented a program to all 6th 

graders highlighting the languages avail-

able beginning in 7th grade. Students 

introduced themselves in the languages 

they are learning and led the 6th graders 

through the alphabet song in French. 

Lisa Rosano and Elizabeth Ruiz at South 

Windsor High School continue to create 

Bobcat world travelers. Lisa leads the 

French cultural exchange and recently 

launched the campaign to recruit student 

hosts who will then travel to France in 

2016. Elizabeth is working with the Span-

ish students who are traveling to Spain 

this June and recently hosted an Hispanic 

dinner fundraiser. Both of these programs 

are valuable pieces of the world lan-

guage curriculum, tying into our standards 

and allowing our students to use the skill 

that they spend years honing within the 

classroom. 

 

World Languages/English Learners Karen Stoj, K-12 Curriculum Specialist 
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In an effort to facili-

tate grade 5 stu-

dents getting a 

head start on meet-

ing their peers who 

will be joining them at TEMS next year, 

the elementary coach/interventionists 

hosted a fun filled math night at Timothy 

Edwards.  Parents met in the media center 

where Jenn Hill and Sharon Keegan pro-

vided a brief overview for parents on the 

transition from elementary to middle 

school mathematics, while Julie Ratajczak, 

Karrieanne Noble, Dawn Campbell, and 

Nancy Bassilakis engaged students in 

Tribes activities. This was followed by 

parents and students playing games to 

improve and reinforce fraction skills. Each 

family left with directions and a bag of 

manipulatives for the games they 

learned. The many hours of preparation 

for this night by our coaches/ interven-

tionists is greatly appreciated!  

Pam Roberts has been busy with the en-

richment students in grades 3-5. Grade 3 

has been covering measurement, grade 4 

preparing for presentations on their new 

room design for the pet sanctuary, and 

grade 5 working with scale factors to 

reduce and enlarge mirrors and images in 

a fun house context.  Pam has also written 

enrichment activities that can be used by 

classroom teachers and writes a monthly 

newsletter which can be found on the dis-

trict curriculum and instruction website. 

Joanna Pantages, JuliaBeth Tomaselli-

Nettleton, and Stefan Klein hosted a fun 

family math night at TEMS for grade 6 

students and their family members. At-

tendance was outstanding with close to 

200 attendees. The exit slips indicated 

that the night was a huge success and 

they would like an encore performance!  

Again, we wish to thank these dedicated 

teachers for going the extra mile and 

providing this opportunity to our South 

Windsor families. It was heartwarming to 

hear the joy and laughter as the partici-

pants completed the math activities. 

The SWHS Math Team, led by Coach 

Andrew Brindisi, competed against 13 

teams to win 1st place in the Einstein Divi-

sion of the Capitol Area Math League. 

The team was presented with its champi-

onship trophy at the CAML banquet on 

Wednesday, April 29. Trophies were 

awarded to the nine students that com-

peted on the A-Team throughout the sea-

son: Anirudh Nuthalapati, Tyler Schmidt, 

Prathamesh Bang, Peter Mao, Shivam 

Patel, Brian Savidge; Vishal Patel; and 

freshmen Carter Cobb and Sai Manasani. 

Anirudh Nuthalapati and Prathamesh 

Bang were recognized as Co-MVPs of the 

team for earning the highest team scoring 

averages of 12 out of a possible 18 

points per meet. 

Karolyn Andrews, a SWHS math teacher, 

accompanied 2 teams to compete in The 

f(x) Factor Competition.  The event took 

place on the Manchester Community Col-

lege campus and the students were mem-

bers of Ms. Andrews MCC articulated 

Algebra II Honors class.  They returned to 

SWHS with both the First and Second 

Place trophies.  Congratulations to Ms. 

Andrews and her students for their fine 

performance!   

 

Mathematics Sharon Keegan, K-12 Curriculum Specialist 

6th grade students 

at Timothy Edwards 

Middle School re-

cently completed 

their Substance 

Abuse unit which focused on the dangers 

of tobacco products.  Students designed 

posters with an anti-smoking message that 

were submitted to the South Windsor 

Community Center to be judged with the 

top posters winning a gift card to a local 

business.  Other topics covered during this 

unit included categories of drugs, short-

term and long-term side effects, as well 

as signs of substance abuse.   

Over 80 students at Timothy Edwards 

Middle School recently participated in the 

12th annual Hoops for Heart Day.  This 

event was organized and facilitated by 

the TEMS Health and Physical Education 

staff. Students received pledges from 

friends and family that will help the 

American Heart Association promote re-

search and education programs across 

the country.  Students participated in vari-

ous basketball activities at the event. This 

year, over $1,800 was raised bringing 

the 12 year total to over $42,000 that 

has been raised for the American Heart 

Association.  

Physical Education/Health Travis Edwards, K-8 Curriculum Program Coordinator 



Spring is always an 

exciting time for South 

Windsor students as 

experiences that link 

directly to curriculum 

units come to life. At the elementary level, 

all five schools welcomed presenters as 

they immerse 5th grade students in their 

Civil War encampments. Teachers in the 

4th grade piloted the new Webb-Deane-

Stevens House program in Wethersfield 

which allowed students to card wool, cre-

ate colonial-era sachet bags, even peek 

in on the George Washington bedroom 

(yes, General Washington actually slept 

there for 4 nights)! In conjunction with the 

Wood Memorial Library, students in 3rd 

grade are learning about South Windsor 

History along old Main Street at the Bis-

sell Ferry farm, at Timothy Edward’s 

gravesite in the cemetery, and at the 

schoolhouse. Under the guidance and co-

ordination of retired teacher Pat Barto-

meli, many volunteers have made this 

program a unique and wonderful time for 

our students. 

At Timothy Edwards Middle School, 8th 

grade teachers John Barresi, Chad Lowd, 

and Rob Murphy have taken the new in-

quiry focus of Social Studies instruction 

and created a “history lab” for students 

to read and analyze documents, maps, 

video clips of experts, and other sources. 

As the responsibility shifts to student-

centered lessons, the true skills of the his-

torian are developed. Students will gath-

er and assess information with the ulti-

mate goal of writing an essay based on 

sourcing. This approach has also been 

undertaken by 7th and 6th grade PLCs as 

teachers rework their units to reflect an 

inquiry-based focus. 

At South Windsor High School, National 

Social Studies Honor Society (Rho Kappa) 

students have taken on exciting tasks. 

Students created a Women’s History 

Month display, while others have devoted 

their time to creating history announce-

ments for the daily newscast. As the in-

duction of a new group of honorees in 

early June will attest, in two years mem-

bership has approached nearly 100 stu-

dents.  

Many high school teachers are planning 

content-related professional time this sum-

mer. Two South Windsor teachers, Aman-

da Cavanaugh and Theresa Tross, were 

invited to be among a select group of 10 

area educators to participate in a reli-

gion seminar with Harvard University di-

vinity professor Dr. Diane Moore. Several 

other teachers plan to attend the new 

Social Studies Frameworks and Skills sem-

inar at Central Connecticut State Universi-

ty in July.  
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Social Studies Gregory Frank, K-12 Curriculum Specialist 

high school counselors offer yearly 

presentations on how to complete Finan-

cial Aid forms and access scholarship in-

formation, there seemed to be a need to 

reach parents earlier with information 

and strategies on saving for college.   

The March workshop was attended by 

over 200 South Windsor parents. They 

heard from a spokesperson from CHET 

(Connecticut Higher Education Trust), who 

shared with them the simple, highly acces-

sible tools that the State of Connecticut 

has established to allow parents (and 

grandparents) to set up a 529 College 

Savings Program easily. Also present was 

a financial advisor who was able to share 

with parents a number of “do’s and 

don’ts” when making decisions about how 

to save for college in order to get the 

most benefits based on a family’s circum-

stances. Donna Shea, Curriculum Specialist 

for School Counseling, was also able to 

share local statistics concerning where 

tuition dollars REALLY come from and 

what types of scholarships and financial 

aid South Windsor students are MOST 

likely to receive. She was also able to 

dispel some common myths about sports 

scholarships.   

Parent feedback was extremely positive 

after this informative evening and the 

School Counseling Department was happy 

to be able to reach out to K-12 parents. 

This valuable information will allow par-

ents to begin to make solid financial plans 

that will allow their children to attend the 

college of their dreams!    

In addition to the many 

programs that the grade 

6-12 School Counselors 

provided for students and 

families this year was a 

“Financial Planning for College” presen-

tation for parents of all students in 

grades K-12.  Although the daunting costs 

of college and postsecondary education 

can be a popular topic to avoid psycho-

logically, those who start planning for 

these expenses early are in a much better 

position to ensure that their children have 

as many options as their dreams will al-

low.   

In March, School Counselors invited all 

parents (grades K-12) to a seminar on 

how to plan and save for their child’s 

postsecondary education. Although the 

School Counseling  Donna Shea, 6-12 Curriculum Specialist 



Page 5 

Many of our recent 

literacy activities ex-

tend beyond the class-

room, including the 

following: 

Thanks to English teacher Barbara Laurain 

and colleagues, the AP Literature/ECE 

English classes have travelled a bit in the 

last few months, finding ideas and inspi-

ration for their final thesis projects. A trip 

to NYC to visit the Guggenheim Museum 

and explore Times Square with their cam-

eras allowed them to stretch their imagi-

nations about themes and abstract ways 

to depict them. More recently and closer 

by at West Hartford's Playhouse on Park, 

the budding theater critics watched “The 

Importance of Being Earnest,” followed 

by an enthusiastic talk-back.  

On April 22, 8th grade students and staff 

at Timothy Edwards Middle School (352 

in all!) had the pleasure of seeing Mona 

Golabek perform her one woman play, 

The Pianist of Willsden Lane, at the Hart-

ford Stage. This trip, organized by 8th 

grade LA teacher Stacy Blocker, aligns 

with our ongoing literary investigation of 

multiple and conflicting perspectives. Ms. 

Golabek played her mother, Lisa, who 

had been placed on a Kindertransport to 

London during WWII. During the perfor-

mance, Ms. Golabek played the piano 

which intertwined with her mother’s heart-

breaking story; one of music, love and 

survival. Students thundered their ap-

plause at the end of the performance, 

and reported to their teachers that the 

performance left them “awe-struck” and 

inspired them to pursue their own passions 

in life as Mona and Lisa did.  

“Shakespeareans” will be visiting the high 

school on May 15. English teacher 

Heather Lodge has arranged for 

Shakesperience Productions, a profession-

al education theater company based in 

Northwestern Connecticut, to perform a 

60-minute version of Romeo and Juliet in 

the school auditorium for the freshman 

classes, all of whom are studying the text 

version of the play in English. A question 

and answer session will follow with the 

actors themselves. There should be spaces 

available for anyone who happens to be 

free and would like to check it out.  

As always, many of our South Windsor 

teachers are working overtime as they 

pursue their professional learning, partici-

pate in and facilitate literacy activities. 

SWHS English teacher Danielle Pieratti 

presented a talk on poetry and the com-

mon core at CCSU's literacy essentials 

conference in March, and hosted a teach-

er-writer retreat at Wisdom House for 

the Connecticut Writing Project in April. 

Two more of our dedicated literacy lead-

ers, Alison Fetta from TEMS and Katie 

Belden from Pleasant Valley, are attend-

ing the Lesley University Effective Literacy 

Coach training, which requires travel back 

and forth to Cambridge and hours of 

personal time throughout the spring.  

Thanks to all of you out there for enhanc-

ing the literacy lives of those around you! 

Literacy Hayley Zinn Rowthorn, Director 

On the curriculum front, the music depart-

ment has created two pathways for stu-

dents on the secondary level: (1) the 

“Performance Pathway” for students who 

participate in Band, Chorus or Orchestra, 

and (2) the “Music Business Industry Path-

way” which meets the needs of students 

who would like to learn about music tech-

nology, piano, guitar and world drums. 

Another success story is that the Wednes-

day Night Jazz Band placed at the Berk-

lee Jazz Festival. We competed against 

over 250 jazz bands from across the 

United States, and received the 

“Honorable Mention” award. 

In early April, Choral Spectrum and Tre-

ble Choir traveled to Virginia Beach for a 

choral festival. Choral Spectrum was rat-

ed Superior, placed 1st in their division, 

and 1st in the Overall Concert Choir rank-

ings. Treble Choir was rated Superior, 

placed 1st in their division, and 1st in the 

Overall Specialty Choir rankings. 

Every year, Michael Verrastro is able to 

bring in important professional musicians 

and teachers from various universities to 

work with our high school Instrumental 

students. This year our students had the 

opportunity to work with the following 

musicians: Dr. Daniel D’Addio, conductor 

from the Connecticut Youth Symphony; Dr. 

Julie Ribchinsky, professor of cello at 

CCSU; Dr. Matthew Westgate,  Director 

of Bands at UMASS Amherst; Dr. Tien Kin 

Vu from Boston University; Dr. Amanda 

Cooke, flute; Ross Novgrade, saxophone; 

Thom Hannum, professor of Percussion at 

UMASS; the UMASS Marimbas and Per-

cussion Ensemble which conducted a full 

day workshop with our percussion stu-

dents; CCSU- String Quartet; John 

Mackey, a world renowned band com-

poser; and Mik Milnarik, a free lance 

tuba artist from Boston. 

South Windsor’s 

music department 

had a very exciting 

year with many 

highlights. 

At regional festivals, we had 41 students 

from the middle school and 21 at the high 

school. On the high school level we had 

six participate in All-State. Seven students 

participated in the New England Music 

Festival Association (NEMFA) competition. 

Lauren Bagshaw, Angela Luo and Rachel 

Core were selected to represent South 

Windsor in the All-Eastern Festival which 

selects the best performers from the east 

coast to perform together. 

In March we held an All-District Choral 

Concert which highlighted our choral pro-

gram 5-12. Jim Papoulis, a renowned 

choral composer, premiered a commis-

sioned work for our music department. 

Music Jo-Ann Thomas, Curriculum Coordinator 
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The Art department has 

been extremely busy this 

year creating and writing 

curriculum documents as 

well as implementing that 

curriculum in the art rooms K-12. There 

are multiple venues both within and out of 

the district where the creative efforts of 

South Windsor students and their art 

teachers can be viewed. The following is 

a schedule of events and opportunities for 

all to see the creative magic on display: 

Art at the Capitol. Student artwork will 

be on display at the Legislative Office 

Building Concourse Gallery through 

Wednesday, May 13. The artwork will 

then be displayed in the Ellsworth Student 

Gallery (main floor) at the Board of Edu-

cation administration building. The display 

will remain there over the summer.  

South Windsor K-12 Art Exhibition. This 

exhibition opened Thursday, April 23 with 

student demonstrations. Artwork from all 

grades and schools will be on display 

through May 13. 

SWHS Senior Art Exhibition. The senior 

art exhibition opens at the South Windsor 

Public Library on Wednesday, May 20 at 

4:00 p.m., with an awards ceremony at 

4:30 p.m. SWHS seniors will display be-

tween five - eight pieces of their artwork 

and will be judged by local artists. The 

exhibition will be open until June 3. 

Alumni Art Exhibition. An alumni exhibit 

will also be featured at the South Wind-

sor Public Library on Thursday, June 11 

and remain open through June 26. Alumni 

from across the country and from various 

graduating classes will have work on dis-

play, including Karen Rossi, SWHS class 

of 1974 and 2015 SWHS Hall of Fame 

inductee. 

All exhibits (with the exception of the Art 

at the Capitol exhibit) are in the Friends’ 

gallery and showcases at the South 

Windsor Public Library during normal 

library hours.  
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Visual Arts Nicholas Canova, Curriculum Program Coordinator 

South Windsor Public Schools Curriculum Leaders 

The Applied Technology 

Department is adding AP 

Computer Programming as 

an elective course for the 

2015-16 school year. The 

addition of an AP Java Programming 

course will provide the district with its first 

Career and Technical Education offering 

that is a recognized AP course. The ex-

pansion of the program has been part of 

a multi-year plan that started with an 

introductory Computer Programming and 

Game Design course that was designed 

to introduce students to programming in 

an environment that would be equally 

accessible to male and female students. 

We offer Robotic programming for stu-

dents who are interested in programming 

devices to perform a specific task but the 

audience for that course is typically male 

students. The Computer Programming and 

Game Design course has been very effec-

tive at attracting both genders to explore 

programming and consider advanced 

programming courses. Grant funds will be 

used to pay for summer training for the 

teacher, curriculum writing for the course 

and to purchase textbooks. The software 

used for the course is free. Course topics 

include program design and implementa-

tion, algorithm analysis, standard data 

structures, and object-oriented program-

ming design. AP Computer Science in Ja-

va emphasizes programming methodolo-

gy with an emphasis on problem solving 

and algorithm development. 

Applied Technology and Business Education Al Mothersele, Director 

www.bloomboard.com  
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